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VANGUARD 


EDITORIAL 

changes 

Like we said in our last issue, we are willing to 
make changes . The format of Vanguard has been altered 
dramatically in this issue, and we are not afraid of 
making such drastic changes in future issues. 

life received a great deal of constructive criticism 
from both the students and the faculty. We did not 
mind this at all, as almost all of it was quite valid. 
Some of the items criticised cannot possibly be changed, 
but we have tried to enact some of the suggestions 
in this issue. . 

quarterlies 

Recently, another set of quarterly examinations 
were completed. Each time quarterlies come along, 
everyone realized the absurdity of the entire situa- 
tion. 

Every time there are quarterlies, at least an 
entire school week is disrupted. Many studaits worry 
about and cram for their quarterlies. Often times, 
the entire quarter depends on a student's performance 
on one U5> minute examination. 

If a teacher desires to give a quarterly exam- 
ination, he should have the right to do so. However, 
to force all teachers to give an examination simply 
because it is the end of a marking period is an 
exercise in irresponsibility. Many teachers do not 
look forward to giving quarterlies, and many exam- 
inations do not necessarily cover all of the material 
that has been presented in that quarter. 

Clearly, the use of quarterly examinations should 
be made optional. There is no justifiable need for 
the current system. Students could gain much more if 
there was less emphasis on testing and more interest 
on learning by the school. 

a burning issue 

It is regrettable that the Administration has 
chosen to ignore the situation presented by students 
smoking in the basements . 

There has been talk of allowing Seniors to 
smoke in specified areas as a Senior Privilege. Any 
individual can see that this would do nothing to 
solve the real problem. 

It is about time that the administration took 
some time to accurately survey the situation. We 
would be better off if the real questions were con- 
fronted, and there was no attempt to ignore them by 
providing cosmetic solutions. 
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MATH LEAGUE 


The Peabody High Math 
League is the Division III 
defending champion team 
in Eastern Massachusetts. 
This is not a well-known 
fact throughout the school, 
because the Math League in 
Peabody is one of the least 
known and least cared about 
school clubs. The purpose 
of this article is to ex- 
plain what the Math League 
is all about, and hope- 
fully to encourage more 
student participation. 

There are forty schools 
in Eastern Massachusetts 


who compete on a monthly 
basis . At these "meets", 
which are held in four 
different locations, ten 
teams compete six times 
a year, and the final 
meet divides the teams 
into divisions which play 
foi a championship and a 
trophy. (Peabody's trophy 
is currently in the princ- 
ipal 1 s office . ) 

The meets themselves 
. consist of six categories 
' in math . Each team can 
bring ten members, with 
each member taking three 


yearbook 

As editor of the 197U We are breaking traditional 


yearbook, the META, I would 
like to report the progress 
made so far this year. 

We started the year at a 
disadvantage by not having 
a faculty advisor. Luck- 
ily, Miss lynch offered 
her services to us , which 
enabled us to officially 
begin the work of produc- 
ing a yearbook. 

Many new and different 
ideas are being incorpor- 
ated into our yearbook, 
many a first for Peabody 
High School. For example, 
never before have previous 
yearbooks used color as 
we are going to do. Also, 
even though our class 
size is comparable to 
last years 1 and the year 
be fores', we are producing 
a yearbook with the most 
number of pages ever in 
the history of the META. 


use of drab black and 
white and using rich, soft 
shades of brown and beige, 
instead. This compliments 
our working theme of 
nostalgia. Another new 
idea was the grafitti 
page, which all students 
were invited to sign. 

Let me say that the 
META staff is pleased by 
the number of students 
who made the effort of 
getting their pictures 
taken. Also, the sales 
of yearbooks went extreme- 
ly well, with better than 
Q%% of the class buying 
a yearbook. Vfe honestly 
feel that we are doing 
our very best to pro- 
duce a yearbook that the 
class of 197 U can be 
proud of! 

Robert Marshall, Editor 


categories apiece, with 
three questions in each 
category. The questions 
range from easy to hard, 
with point values accord- 
ingly. Each team's scores 
are compared with the 
other teams, and personal 
scores are compared with 
other members of the 'Lea- 
gue. If a member's total 
for the seven meets is 
high enough, they may be 
eligible for scholarships 
and prizes. 

Peabody itself has been 
in two meets this year, 
placing seventh and sixth. 

There have been a few 
high scorers from Pea- 
body, which include Hal 
Tepfer and Frank Chang 
in the first meet, Peter 
Glinski in the second. 
However, Peabody is suf- 
fering from one major 
problem, which is not 
enough members, especially 
Juniors . Anyone wishing 
to join should sign up 
with Mrs. Latham is the 
Math Lab (B-2U2) after 
school. Any student attend- 
ing Peabody High is wel- 
come, no matter what their 
math level may be. Pea- 
body will participate 
in five more meets this 
year, and we need your 
help to win. 

Hal Tepfer 


CAPTAIN 
,, PAX A 

W rncua 


Page h 


VANGUARD 


FILES OPE 


Legislation was recent- 
ly signed by Governor 
Sargent opening every 
student's school record 
to parents, guardians, and 
students over 18. Up 
until now, school records 
had been completely con- 
fidential and closed to 
all but school officials. 

The bill was filed by 
Rep. Lois Pines (D. -Newton) 
and tgo students of Newton 
High School. Ms. Pines 
said the policy will help 
protect Mass, school stu- 
dents from 'potential ir- 
revocable ham incurred 
as a result of inadequate 
attention on the part of 
teachers to students' 
school records.” Ms. 

Pines interpreted the 
student record issue as 
related to the freedom of 
the press. She said, 

"This parental request 
for information is re- 



lated to a general right- 
to-know interest which has 
found expression in 
certain areas of the law, 
especially as manifested 
in the first amendment of 
the US Constitution". 

One of the strongest 
advocates of the legislation 
was educational consult- 
ant and author John Holt. 

He claimed that to compile 
secret student records 
is a "gross and dangerous 
violation of the civil 
liberties of the student". 

With this bill, the 
students have taken a 
giant step in reaffirm- 
ing their constitutional 
freedoms. No longer can 
they be harmed by the 
placing of false infor- 
mation in school records 
unless they, themselves, 
fail to exercise their 
new right. 
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An enterprising idea of 
showing films in the eve- 
ning for the purpose of 
entertainment and of rai- 
sing money for the student 
Announcers Club has been 
shot down by Mr. Welch, t 
the Principal of the school. 

The Student Announcers 
Club had planned to show 
a variety of films on Fri- 
day evenings in the PVMHS 
auditorium starting in De- 
cember. The films, which 
wou d have been both classic 
and contemporary, were to 
have been rented from various 
film companies. A nominal 
fee of $1.00 was proposed as 
admission price. 

Hal Tepfer, who originated 


encounter in the film pre- 
sentations. With the assis- 
tance of Mr. 'Whitmore, the 
advisor to the Student An- 
nouncers Club, the Club mem- 
bers formulated solutions 
to all problems involved, 
including tickets, fees and 
technical aspects. 

The only stumbling block 
that remained was the ac- 
quiring of the permission 
from Mr. Vfelch. Mr. Welch, 
however, declined to give 
permission as he felt that 
the students might damage 
the auditorium with the 
lights off . 

It must be noted that the 
showing of films would also 
have served an educational 


the idea of showing the films , purpose . It would have in- 
had previously analyzed ail. troduced students to film 
the problems that they would as both an art form and as 


one section of the mass 
media . 

There is no reason for 
allowing some groupa to use 
the auditorium, such as the 
Drama Guild, and forbidding 
others to use it, such as 
the Student Announcers Club. 

The only feasible alter- 
native that is being inves- 
tigated by the Announcers 
Club is the presentation of 
films immediately after 
school. However, attendance 
at the afternoon shows is 
not expected to be enough 
to defray expenses. 

If Mr. lifelch has a lack 
of confidence in his stu- 
dents, then this attitude 

may pervade all areas of 
the educational needs and 
desires of the students. 



The Senior Reception 
and a proposed program for 
outdoor smoking were dis- 
cussed at this year's 
first Senior assembly. 
Several students volun- 
teered to be committee 
members for the smoking 
program. 

Senior class president, 
Ron Kerble, announced that, 
the 1973-7U Senior Recep- 
tion will take place at 
the Sheraton Hotel in Bos- 
ton on Wednesday, May 29, 


1 9Tb • The Sheraton was 
decided upon after also 
eons ide ring the Chateau 
de Ville and Copley Plaza. 

Mr. Welsh then announced 
that, during Senior Lounge, 
any Senior who chooses to 
smoke, may do so at a spe- 
cified area, by the cafeteria, 
outside of the school. For 
those who do smoke, a com- 
mittee of volunteers is 
being established to ob- 
serve and discuss how the 
program could be improved. 


It is the responsibility 
of the students to make use 
of the waste receptacles 
available, and to remain 
within the smoking area. 

Any Senior wishing to join 
the committee, please con- 
tact either Mr. Welsh or 
a member of the Student 
Advisory Board. 

This assembly provided 
a way for the students 
and principal to communi- 
cate. If there is enough 
interest among the Seniors, 
more meetings may be planned. 
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STATE LAW OVE 


An exhaustive inquiry 
has shown that the Pea- 
body School Committee has 
failed to comply with the 
provisions set forth in 
Chapter U 67 of the Mass- 
achusetts state laws. 

While there are no specific 
penalties for this viol- 
ation, failure to observe 
this law has resulted in 
the lack of a defined set 
of regulations for the 
students in the Peabody 
School System. 


The law was approved 
on June 20, 1972, and was 
put into effect 90 days 
later, on September 20, 
1972. 

According to the Bureau 
of Student Ser/ices, loc- 
ated in Boston under the 
auspices of the Mass. 
Department of Education, 
the Peabody School Commi- 


ttee has not filed a copy 
of their regulations, al- 
though the law required 
them to do so over a year 
ago. 

Furthermore, copies of 
these rules are not avail- 
able at any of the schools 
in Peabody. Since no 
copies of the regulations 
are available, the exact 
status of the disciplinary 
code and other similar 
areas is in doubt. 

Although this law con- 


cerns both teachers and 
students, it applies more 
to students, as teachers are 
already required to follow 
certain regulations that 
are stipulated in their 
contracts. With regard to 
the students, all regula- 
tions must be approved in 
some manner, shape or form 
by the School Committee, 


even if the regulations 
are established by the 
administrations of each 
individual school. 

This law is not so ob- 
scure that only a few peo- 
ple are aware of it. It 
has been widely publicized 
within the educational 
field of Massachusetts. 
Every school system in the 
state has been contacted 
by the Department of Ed- 
ucation concerning it.For 
those communities which 
initially did not respond 
to law, constant reminders 
have been sent out. 

Both the School Depart- 
ment and the School Commi- 
ttee in Peabody are aware 
of this law, and have tried 
to follow its provisions. 
However, it appears that 
action on this law has been 
tied down in the local ed- 
ucational bureaucracy. 

When the law was made 
known to the School Commi- 
ttee last year, a sub- 
committee was set up to 
study the rules and regu- 
lations of local schools. 
Several principals within 
the city were consulted, 
and made some recommenda- 
tions. However, it was 
decided that further study 
and possibly some changes 
were in order, and rather 
than send in the existing 
rules, the School Committee 
would wait until these 
changes were made. They 
then would publish and 
file their regulations. 
Apparently, this matter has 
been bogged down in the 


Committee to Publish Rules and Regulations; 

Copies to be Available; Certification, etc. 

The school committee of every city, town 
or district shall publish its rules or regulations 
pertaining to the conduct of teachers or students 
which have been adopted. Copies of the rules or 
regulations shall be provided to any person upon 
request and without cost by the principal or head- 
master of every school within each city, town or 
district. Such rules or regulations shall not 
become effective until filed with the commissioner 
of education accompanied by a certification by the 
committee that copies of the rules or regulations 
are available as previously set forth. 

This is exactly how the law is stated. 
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subcommittee . 

The current situation 
leaves a great deal of 
doubt over the status of 
the so-called disciplinary 
code it the high school. 
Technically, no regulations 
can be enforced, because 
these regulations have not 
been filed with the Depart- 
ment of Education. There 
is no way that situation 
can be legacy resolved, 
but, in principle, there 
is no real set of rules 
at the high school. Even 
without the legal aspects, 
the disciplinary code is 
in a transitional stage, 
as the school committee 
seems to want to make cha- 
nges in the existing 
code. The failure of the 
school committee to pub- 
lish and file their re- 
gulations only serves to 
further the vague stand- 
ing of school rules. 

The fact that copies 
of the regulations are 
not available from pri- 
ncipals of each school 
can only injure the stu- 
dent . Without having 
these copies available, 
the student cannot pos- 
sibly be aware of the exact 
standing of each rule. 

If these rules were pub- 
lished, a student would 
not have to face punish- 
ment at the discretion of 
an individual administra- 
tor, but would have the 
right to be ' treated on 
an equal basis with every- 
one else. 

If school Committee 


action on this law is 
not taken in the near 
future, the situation 
could deteriorate even 
more. The status of the 
school's regulations 
should be clarified, so 
that all students will 
know what they might be 
up against. 

Steve Olswang 
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Towards the end of this 
month, and until January, 
the Comet Kohoutek shall be 
visible in the Eastern 
sky. Since the beginning 
of this month, the comet 
has been visible in small 
telescopes in the Eastern 
morning. 

The comet was first photo- 
graphed by the astronomer 
Lubos Kohoutek in March, 

1973. He discovered the 
object by accident, while 
studying a section of the 
night sky. He noticed, by 
time exposures, an object 
to be moving in the depths 
of the outer space. After 
calculating it 1 s course , 
he determined the comet 
to be heading towards our 
sun. On May 5th, he lost 
contact with the object. 

It's course was, however, 
rediscovered. 

The comet promises to 
be a bright one, so bright, 
in fact, that it is believ- 
ed to be greater in magn- 
itude (an object's bright- 
ness) than Halley's, due 
in 1986 . 

Some comets, however, 
have been known to "fizzle 
out" on occassion, dis- 
appointing many a person. 

At sunset each day. you 
can see an extremely bright 
object to the west. It's 
Venus, and if you think 
it’s bright, by January 
7th, Kohoutek will be 
twice as bright as the 
planet, a negative two 
magnitude (meaning very 
bright ) . 

Kohoutek will probably 
be visible with binoculars 
around late November, most 
noticibly onothe 20th, when 
it will be 5° from the moon. 
It will be an increase in 
visibility until the 21* 
of December, when it will 


Kohoutek’s comet, 
the most extraordinary 
sight in the skies 
in our lifetime... 



equal the brightness of 
Jupiter (a large planet 
that can be seen in the 
middle of the winter sky). 
It will reach it's peri- 
helion (closeness to the 
sun) on January 7-8 th, when 
it will be its' brightest. 

Incidentally, once we 
see it, don't expect it 
to be coming back soon. 

For when it leaves us, at 
the beginning of next 
year, it won't be coming 
back for another 2,000,- 
000,000 years. 

Steve Yaskell 
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SEXISM 

in 

SCHOOLS 


Imagine that Peabody 
High gym classes and varsity 
sports were co-ed] 

And why not? It is a 
fact that in most schools 
throughout the country, 
girls are unfairly discri- 
minated against, especially 
in the area of sports. 

Many times, girls, who 
would otherwise be so in- 
clined, can not be on the 
soccer team, because there 
is no girls' soccer team, 
or cannot go skating, be- 
cause the boys are pract- 
icing for hockey. There 
are often no funds for 
cheerleaders, as they have 
all been spent on football 
players. Although in every 
area of sports, similar, 
statements about money be- 
ing spent for boys sports, 
and not girls can be made, 
co-ed gym classes may not 
be the practical solution, 
the equal allocation of 
funds in this and other 
areas just may be. 

Two years ago, Massachu- 
setts became the first 
state to outlaw sex dis- 
crimination in public 
schools. The law, known 
as Chapter 22, states that: 
"No child shall be excluded 
from or discriminated against 
in admission to a public 
school of any town, or in 
obtaining the advantages. 


privileges and courses of 
study of such public school 
on account of race, color, 
sex, religion or national 
origin!.'. The law was 
passed without guidlines, 
funding or an implementation 
’clause. This left the en- 
forcement up to the indivi- 
dual parent or guardian 
against a particular school. 

A list of sex-discrimin- 
atory actiyities has been 
drawn up; the following may 

be considered sexism in 
the schools : 

Schools, courses of 
study or extra-curricu- 
lar activities that re- 
fuse admission on ’the 
basis of sex. 

Athletic programs which 
allot more time, space or 
money to male sports than 
female sports. 

Guidance departments 
which routinely track 
girls into "female" vo- 
cations and futures, and 
boys into "male" ones. 

Textbooks and other ed- 
ucational materials that 
discriminate by insult, 
stereotype or neglect 
of either sex. 

Opposition to sexism in 
the schools is not easily 
continued on page 11 
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THE CRUCIBLE 


Arthur Miller's The 
Crucible deals with the 
witchcraft phenomena in 
old Salem Village. The 
play revolves around the 
trials of the alleged wi- 
tches, beginning with the 
accusations of sorcery, 
and ending with the early 
executions. In writing 
The Crucible, Miller sought 
to show the flagrant in- 
justice which the villagers 
and courts perpetrated on 
those involved. 

Miller got his question 
and message across very 
well-by the end of the 
play, the audience saw the 
grave wrong committed whem 
John Proctor, brilliantly 
portrayed by Rick John- 
ston, was threatened with 
the gallows only because 
he wanted the truth to be 
known. "The Crucible" 
certainly stirred the con- 
sciences of those in attend- 


ance. Miller manifested 
his feelings not only by 
his thought provoking script, 
but by his speeches in the 
charcater of Reverend Hale, 
a role which Dan Doucette 


brought off very well. 

The actors spoke their 
lines with familiar ease, 
despite the difficulty 
brought about by the "old 
English" dialouge, the lang- 
uage of the era the play 
was set in. This was due, 
no doubt, to many hard 
hours of rehersal. Each 
actor seemed well suited 
to his role, keeping up 
with the pace even when 
they weren't speaking, 
or in the center of atten- 
tion. 

The sound and lighting did 
much for the mood of Cru- 
cible. In a play of this 
sort, with its supernatural 
overtones, sound means a lot, 
though too much can ruin it. 

The Crucible didn't suffer 
from audio -overkill; just 
enough to let the audience 
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know what was going on. 

Since unusual lighting ef- 
fects were also required to 
obtain the right atmosphere, 
the Drama Guild must have 
been frantic when, during 
the Friday night performance, 
a circuit blew, and the 
theater was plunged into 
total darkness . The tech- 
nical crew managed admir- 
ably, however, and in no 
time had the house lights 
and front spotlights on. 

It is certainly to the ac- 
tors' credit that they hand- 
led themselves in such a 
professional way during this 
incident, not missing a 
word. They carried it off 
so well that, momentarily, 
the audience wondered if 
the blackout was in the 
script. 

The scenery was in 
keeping with the Puritan 
standards, spartan and bare. 
The costumes were also in 
accord with the setting, 
showing, in their dark, som- 
bre hues, the feelings of 
the Puritans. The only 


bright spot in costuming was 
Tituba, a Barbados slave, 
blamed with the beginning of 
witchcraft practices. An 
outstanding performance was 
given by Brenda Woolley, who 
infused the part with all 
the freespiritedness it 
needed to show why the 
townspeople would blaxe 
her. 

The makeup crew did a 


fine job. They certainly 
had their work cut out for 
them, owing to the advanced 
age of some of the charac- 
ters . 

The Crucible was a produc- 
tion that the PVMHS Drama 
Guild and Father Toste can 
be proud of. Judging by the 
audiences' response, they 
felt the same way. 

Leslie Bistrowitz 


SEXISM IN THE SCHOOLS-cont ' d. from pg.9 


accepted. To begin with, 
throughout the state ' s 
school system, discrimin- 
ation in employment can be 
found. Although Q0% of 
Massachusetts school tea- 
chers are female, 79 % of 
the principals are males. 


wasted natural resource 
in this country, is it's 
population. 

A second vulnerable area 


* 

* 

* 

¥ 

¥ 


of attack are sex segregated^ 
classrooms. We all have ex- 
perienced "all-girl cooking 
and sewing classes" and "all“K 


on arc's radio 
gift shop — 

77 /near? st 

S 31-0738 


and the same disproportions boys graphics and woodshop 


can be found in all higher 
school offices. It is the 
true belief of many that 
women are suited only for 
"easy" jobs, jobs which sex or the other, now are 
require little intelligence, open to both sexes. However 
or for the job of mother- more progress is needed 


classes". But even Peabody ^ 
is changing with the times, ^ 
and courses which in the jc 
past have been closed to one-K 


hood, which requires even 
less intelligence. It is 
a fact that the most 


in the area of equal educa- 
tional opportunity for mem- 
bers of the female sex. 



sporting goods 




